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Amendment * tn the Claims: 

The following listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims m 

the application: 

1-19. (Canceled) 

20. (Currently Amended) The ttfe^ed^fimethMof claim 32, wherein the 

angle of the sipes in the first and second ribs is 7°. 

21. (Currently Amended) The t^e^ed^^ne&odot claim 32, wherein the 
sipes have a depth of between 20% and 100% of the height of the tread blocks. 

22. (Currently Amended) The lii u dofinod inm gjhod^ claim 32, wherein the 
sipes are substantially perpendicular to the mid-circumferential plane of the tire. 

23. (Currently Amended) The 4ffe^efe*ed4i^3agftodof claim 32, wherein the 
sipes are formed at an angle with respect to the mid-circumferential plane of the tire. 

24. (Canceled) 

25. (Canceled) 

26. (Currently Amended) The tiro dofmod in mefeodof claim 32, wherein the 

sipes have a zig-zag pattern. 

27. (Currently Amended) The tire dofinod mm ejhod^f claim 32, wherein the j 

sipes are formed in opposed shoulder ribs of the tire. 

28. (Currently Amended) The t«^eW*meJhp^f claim 32, wherein the j 
sipes are formed in opposed intermediate ribs of the tire. 

29. (Currently Amended) The ti ro dofinod inrn gthodgf, claim 32, wherein the 
sipes extend partia«y-My_across the lateral width of the tread blocks. 

30. (Currently Amended) The M^^m^^^ 32. wherein certain 
of the laterally extending grooves have a generally V-shaped configuration. 

31. (Canceled) 
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32. (Currently Amended) a method of manufacturing a pneumatic tire, 
comprising: 

providing a fe avinfi^ireurnfeTentially extending tread pattern with at least 
first and second circumferential* extending ribs, said ribs being located on opposite sides of 
a mid-circumferential plane of said tire^each rib containing a plurality of symmetrical tread 
blocks separated by laterally extending grooves, said tread blocks having leading and trailing 
edges symmetrical with respect to a first radial plane passing through a midpoint of said tread 
blocks and through an axis of rotation of the tire; 

v a TY in p. until a residu ^ aligning torque of the pneumatic tire j» changed and_a 
Haired residual a "r™r W e jfi achieved, an angled sipe formed in each of the tread 
blocks, each sipe extending for a sipe lateral widfh and a radial sipe depth at a constant sipe 
angle of inclination between 2* and 15° with respect to a second radial plane passing through 
an outermost tread surface of the tread block and adjacent to the sipe and through an axis of 

rotation of the tire,i 

wherein eaehall sipes within said rib tread blocks on a first side of the mid- 
circumferential plane — ■* ^ ™ fif1v ftt ™ ss &e «" tire width of rib trea4 ^ Q?lcs ' 
at a first sipe angle of inclination with respect to said second radial plane for the sipe lateral 

width and the radial sipe depth, 

wherein eaeh-aJLsipes within said rib tread blocks on a second side of the mid- 
circumferential plane ^ ^ ™«tlv across the entire width of said rib tread , Mocks, 

at a second angle of inclination with respect to said second radial plane that is equal to and 
opposite the first sipe angle for the sipe lateral width and the radial sipe depth, and 

wherein said tread blocko on opposite sidcc of tlu > mid oircumforcmtial plane 
oiualu u fareo on t ho r iiu during lo in hmiu m Ration o f r hn t ii u gainst a su r face, said fo rno 
inoluding forc e r, that oxtond in opposite direcUono on opp n oito sidop of the mid- 

3 BEST AVAILABLE COPY 

PAGE 416 ' RCVD AT 9/26(2005 8:02:14 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] ' SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-6/26 * DNIS:2738300 1 CSID:703 836 2787 ' DURATION (mnvss):01 -24 



SEP-26-2005 20:02 OIFF & BERRIDGE. PLC 703 B36 278? P. 05 

Application No. 09/922,964 

ouo uuii Uuul iul u tou r. nrrntin g M n v u ^U moment o n t hu Ui u lu l ifl br t t i r n r e sidual aligning 
t^^f ^rmitig the pneum atic tire with the desired residual a^ins torq ue. 

33. (Currently Amended) The tiro defined inm s&pdof claim 32, wherein the first 
and second ribs are located equidistant on opposite sides of the mid-circumferential plane. 

34-37. (Canceled) 
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